
 

Safety Measures for K-12 Schools 

1. Masks  

a. Masks are optional outdoors for all in K-12 school settings. 

b. K-12 students are required to mask indoors, with exemptions per CDPH face mask 

guidance.   Adults in K-12 school settings are required to mask when sharing indoor 

spaces with students.   

c. Persons exempted from wearing a face covering due to a medical condition, must 
wear a non-restrictive alternative, such as a face shield with a drape on the bottom 

edge, as long as their condition permits it. 

d. Schools must develop and implement local protocols to provide a face covering to 

students who inadvertently fail to bring a face covering to school to prevent 

unnecessary exclusions. 

e. Consistent with guidance from the 2020-21 school year, schools must develop and 

implement local protocols to enforce the mask requirements. Additionally, schools 

should offer alternative educational opportunities for students who are excluded from 

campus because they will not wear a face covering. Note: Public schools should be 
aware of the requirements in AB 130 to offer independent study programs for the 

2021-22 school year.  

f. In limited situations where a face covering cannot be used for pedagogical or 

developmental reasons, (e.g., communicating or assisting young children or those 

with special needs) a face shield with a drape (per CDPH guidelines) can be used 
instead of a face covering while in the classroom as long as the wearer maintains 

physical distance from others. Staff must return to wearing a face covering outside of 

the classroom. 
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